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Program Updates

Check us out on Instagram! Meet our 
horses and see daily program updates!

2020: THE  YEAR  OF  EXPANDING  KINDNESS 
We want to thank each one of you for your support, interest and encouragement through 
this extraordinary year. Although at times it seemed like all we did was solve problems and 
meet yet another challenge, in reality we saw countless examples of kindness and 
generosity. Our students showed patience, compassion and gratitude towards each other, 
our staff, and their horses. Staff (and Junior Staff) were absolute rock stars, with stellar 
attitudes and daily flexibility! Volunteers gave time, talent and financial assistance to help us 
stay open, and our donors stayed loyal to our mission, even if they had to reduce some of 
their annual giving to stay afloat themselves. Our national and international followers 
helped us both energetically and through sharing solutions for managing COVID in their 
own circles. Because of all these things we were able to still run our teen programs, support 
them when they most needed to feel connected, and meet much of our mission. We 
couldn’t ask for more! 
      

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!



WINTER CLASSES & ACTIVITIES  
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BLANKETING 
Winter temperatures fluctuate 
month after month. For the 
most part, our horses do a 
great job of regulating their 
body temperatures. A buildup 
of non-melting snow on their 
backs actually acts as an 
insulator.  

However, as they age it’s 
harder for some of them to 
maintain their thermal balance, 
even with plenty of feed. We 
blanket our older horses when 
it’s around 0 degrees. When it’s 
-10, that’s 42 degrees below 
freezing! Horses that come to 
us from other climates take a 
winter to acclimate, so we  will 
often blanket them as well 
when it’s really cold. 

This month students learned 
how to put on and remove our 
waterproof turnout blankets. 
Chance, one of our old rescue 
horses, was a lovely and 
patient demo partner. He loves 
his blanket!  

The blankets are big! Unfolding helps orient front and back, and gives 
the students a moment to plan how to get it on the horse properly.

Chance (above) loves to give his approval as the girls get his blanket 
fitted! He’s a very rangy TB cross, so he is particularly fond of the high-
necked blankets that keep him extra warm! Raven (L) had to borrow 
Canyon’s blanket while his is on order. This is his first winter in WY so he 
will get to have a year of adjusting to the much colder climate. (Canyon 
is thrilled - he hates his jammies!)

Unfolding the blanket helps orient front and back so the students can 
get it placed properly on the horse.



WHAT’S  BEEN 
HAPPENING? 

1. The colts are making lots of progress with 
ground driving and general exposure to 
activities. Even though it’s been really cold we’ve 
been able to keep them in training for short 
periods and they are eager to do things. How do 
we know that? They run up and hug us when we 
come out to get them! 

2. We hired our summer intern! Elly Kowalczik, 
PATH CTRI and ESMHL, will join us in May. Elly 
comes from the SUNY Cobleskill college equine 
program and brings a lot of experience and 
enthusiasm that will be a great part of our 
summer. We are excited to have her join the 
team! 

3. Art projects are moving right along. Sadly, one of 
our older guest artists decided not to instruct 
this winter because of concerns about catching 
COVID, but we are in the process of finding a 
new January instructor. Mandalas are nearly 
finished! We will share the gallery next month. 

Dreamer waits patiently to head to the round 
pen for his driving lesson.

Elly riding one of the Mounted Patrol horses 
she works with back in NY. Kind of like 
Nubbin, only bigger!!

Sascha puts color on her finished piece after transferring 
her initial sketch onto the board.
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OUR  HEROES  OF  2020 
Staff and volunteers stepped up to the plate bigger than ever this year, and we want to thank 
them. Without their commitment to working longer and harder in the face of so many 
unknowns, we would not have made it through! 

(L) CRYSTAL OZGA was our 2020 intern. Not only did she help with all of 
the daily horse activities, but she was our official videographer and social 
media manager. Thanks to Crystal we were able to market our programs 
and needs in a professional way this year! Her creativity was evident 
throughout our whole organization. She was utterly invaluable in hundreds 
of ways. Thank you, Crystal!!

(L) AMI PACK came to 
help brush horses in the 
early spring and never 
left! Ami’s lifetime of 
horse experience made 
her the perfect instructor 
and trainer. Our teen 
students and Biscuit all 
improved greatly under 
her cheerful tutelage. We 
are really happy she gave 
us so much of her free 
time this summer!

(L) PRISCILLA MARDEN, our ED, spent the entire summer 
living out the metaphor of getting through obstacles. This year 
there were no days off and lots of learning curves to deal with 
the impacts of COVID. On the positive side, she learned that 
she has more resiliency than she ever imagined, and a 
wonderful new baby (mustang) to keep lots of joy coming into 
her life! She thanks her lucky stars every day for all the 
amazing people in the Horse Warriors™ circle.

(R) GRACE CARLSON, our Junior Staffer, helped 
mentor the new riders the teen program. She also 
helped ready the ranch for winter this fall, storing 
equipment and arranging the tack AWAY from the 
mice! Grace has been in Horse Warriors™ for 8 years 
and knows the programs inside and out. She is a great 
help!
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OUR  HEROES  OF  2020 

STEVE HARRINGTON is our 2020 Volunteer of the Year. Steve 
helped feed our 22 horses, managing supplements, medications, grain 
and hay allocations, no matter what the weather. It was a big job this 
year with so many of our aging herd needing special feed. Steve also 
combed the classifieds of KSL to help us locate Raven (formerly 
Ranger) and Dreamer, adding some much needed younger horses to 
our program. Steve’s love horses and years of outfi tting experience 
made him the ideal herd management volunteer! Thank you, Steve, for 
all your generosity and hard work!

VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR

HORSE OF THE YEAR
STACHE is our 2020 Horse of the Year. Once again, Stache has 
risen to fame and glory in the Horse Warriors™ herd. His 
dependability, smooth gaits, expertise on the trail, and suitability 
for riders of all ages and sizes has made him someone we rely on 
through thick and thin. Yes, he’s older but you’d never know it 
watching him work in the program. Fuzzy and friendly, Stache is a 
rock and we love him!

M.V.P.

ALICE WIDDESS is our 2020 Horse Warriors™ M.V.P. We can hardly 
believe our good fortune to have attracted Alice into our HW family! 
This year was crazy, and there were so many unforeseen obstacles and 
opportunities that they made our heads spin. Alice is an expert at 
finding the special programs and grants that helped us mitigate the 
financial black hole into which COVID-19 plunged us. She took on a 
huge amount of research and financial assessment that helped us 
survive this bleak year. She was available to our director at all hours of 
the day and night to answer questions and guide decisions, as well as 
being our biggest cheerleader. We absolutely would not have made it 
through 2020 without Alice!
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OUR  2020  ANGELS 

We have to start with our phenomenal Board of Directors!! They held 
the vision all year long, adapting to our many changes and needs. They 
pulled together as a team this year like never before, taking on new 
responsibilities and being highly creative. We are blessed, and want to 
give a huge shout out to all of them. 

David Chavez • Cheryl Renzulli • Andrea Overly  
Coleen Regan • Lesley Gomez

Coleen	&	Peter	Regan	
Martha	&	Bill	Best	

Pa3	Rooney	
Nancy	&	David	Donovan	

Connie	&	Skip	Helm	
Holly	&	Warren	Pra@	
Jane	&	Charles	Kusek	

Faith	&	Mike	May	
Carol	&	Dennis	Berryman	
Nancy	&	Bruce	Pasfield	

Barbara	Magin	
Katherine	&	Jack	Shook	

Randy	Zasloff	
Judy	&	Ma@	Montagne	

Lorna	Miller	
Nancy	Nickel	Resor	

Bob	Shervin	
Marcia	Allen	&	Gary	Finkel	

Janet	&	Bill	O’Neil	
Janna	&	Dan	Gaughan	

Susan	Hedden	
Holly	McCollister	

Pa@y	&	Frank	Ewing	
Shelley	Elser	

Priscilla	Marden	&	Tony	Panarisi	
Panarisi	Cabinetworks	

Martha	&	Ma@	MacEachern	
Rhea	Lewis	&	David	Chavez	

Alexandra	Harden	
Alice	&	Fred	Nicol	

Mary	McSorley	
Sandy	&	Dick	Shuptrine	

Jamie	Ison	
Leslie	Vanderpool	

Alison	Brush	
Ruth	Ann	Petroff	&	Mark	Barron	
Clarene	&	Creed	Law	
Janet	&	Bob	Benz	
Julie	Birrer	
Maggie	&	Dan	Land	
Pam	&	Charles	Koob	
Andrea	Overly	
Cindy	Brooks	
Ann	Harvey	&	Michael	Campbell	
Linda	Mars	
Corie	Rybak	
William	Rosebrock	
Jenny	&	Danny	Shervin	
Kraig	Kobert	
Kimberly	Andrews	
Sallie	&	Conway	Felton	
Penny	Peterson	
Kathleen	&	David	Clawson	
Susan	Juvelier	&	Mark	Houser	
Lisa	&	Russ	Ruschill	
KrisUna	&	Travis	Owen	
Renee	&	Steve	Harrington	
Marylou	Berra	
Jennifer	Perkins	
Aude	and	Alan	Nevius	
KO	Strohbehn	
Betsy	Palmer	
Diana	Brown	
Jody	U@er	
Catherine	Tallichet	&	Tim	
Oakley	
Martha	&	John	Gilmore	
Sarah	Surges	

Old Bill’s 
Fun Run 

• 
Annual 
Giving 

• 
Facebook 

• 
Online Art 

Auction 
• 

In-Kind 
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Samantha	Eddy	
Jenny	Baker	
Jim	Roscoe	

Anne	&	Eric	Delahaye	
Wya@	Ison	

Cindy	&	Jim	Radda	
JanUna	Tuthill	
Alice	Widdess	

Patsy	&	David	Raaum	
Debbie	Cook	
Carol	Taylor	

Jenelle	&	Olaus	Linn	
Karen	Jerger	&	Chuck	Harris	
Jonathan	&	Alex	Schechter	

Ma@	Daly	
Laura	&	Neil	Huckin	
Kaye	&	Shane	Evans	

Kim	Bohan	&	Bob	McGregor	
Sarah	Lane	

Debbie	Schlinger	
Margaret	&	Aaron	Japel	

Syd	&	Gary	Ellio@	
Libby	Crews	&	Peter	Wood	

Janet	Woodland	&	Tim	
O’Donoghue	

Tina	Seay	
Gisele	&	David	Found	

Kendra	Hoover	
Alice	&	Walter	Swank	

Virginia	Cave	
Taylor-Ann	Smith	

Julie	MarUn	
Amy	&	Jack	Robinson	

Mary	Sharood	
Kim	Duckworth	

Jessie	Case	
Michele	Jenkinson	&	Mitchell	
Menaker	
Kathleen	Osterman-Meisner	&	
Greg	Meisner	
Margaret	Creel	&	Roger	Smith	
Elizabeth	Mansfield	
Mo	O’Leary	&	Armond	Acri	
Steven	Deutsch	
Mary	&	Harvey	Schmidt	
Karla	Swiggum	
Stacey	Breidenstein	
Alan	Kinney	
Ruth	Harmon	
Nancy	Waite-O’Brien	
Jill	Whitney	
Stacey	Carter	
Suzanne	Duckworth	
Pamela	Garre@	
Pebbles	Turbeville	
Ainslie	Kraeck	
Keith	Nyitray	
Robin	Raymond	
Wayne	Glass	
Debra	Fyock	
Linda	Millington	
Mike	&	Deb	Combe	
Theresa	Thrower	Moore	
Lisa	Ridgway	
Jesse	Johnson	
3	Elephant	PR	
Elizabeth	Sword	
Marny	Reynolds	
Marne	&	Ed	Holstein	
Lesley	Gomez

OUR  2020  ANGELS 

SNOW FUN! 
Riding bareback in the snow is a 
highlight of our monthly gatherings. 
Nothing could be better on a cold 
winter day than loping your horse 
through the snowy pastures with a nice, 
warm seat! 

Please click on image to watch video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wClMQZetLC0


https://www.facebook.com/Horsewarriors/ •  horsewarriors@wyoming.com 
www.horsewarriors.com • Instagram: HorseWarriors
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GRANTS & 
FINANCIAL  
SUPPORT 

Community Foundation of  
Jackson Hole 

Center of Wonder 
EIDL 

PPP Loan 
TCSD Recreation Board 
Crane Creek Graphics 

WY State Arts Grant 
Westaff Cares 

Wyoming Arts Council 
WY Business Council 

WY Community Foundation 
• • • • • • • • • • 

These organizations helped us pay 
for art supplies, equipment, horse 

care, staff training and salaries, 
horse feed, pasture lease, 

uniforms, visiting art instructors, 
facility maintenance, insurance, 
transportation of students and 

horses, veterinary care, 
supplemental horse feed and 
medications, office supplies, 
utilities, vehicle licensing & 

registration, marketing, and office 
lease. Their support, along with 
our wonderful donors, kept us 
open and able to continue our 

successful work with youth  
and families.  

We thank you for believing in the 
power and impact of this work! 
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